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“It’s the question that drives us Neo.”
Is a line from a very popular Sci-Fi movie 
‘The Matrix’. 
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Learning Objectives
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Ethics
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Methodology
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Teleological & Deontological methods
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Teleological
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Utilitarianism
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Deontological
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Deontological (con)
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Cultural Relativism vs. Subjectivism 

 Cultural Relativism “What’s right for us is not necessarily right 
for them.”

 Subjectivism “What’s right for me is not necessarily right for 
you.”

 The role of religion in morality “What’s right is just what God 
says is right.”
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Duty
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The World of Ethics
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Remember Moral experience is universal
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Universality and variability of human morality
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Moral statements
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The nature of moral judgments
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Three types of sentences

i Łódź is 293.25 km2 (113.2 sq mi).

ii Łódź is nice.

iii Łódź is old.
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Surface grammar and depth grammar
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• The words surface grammar refers to the construction of the sentences in terms 
of
subject, verb and complement.

• The sentences are identical in this respect.

• As the first sentence ascribes a property to a subject 
we might expect the others to do the same.

• However when we look at the way we handle the sentences
in the case of apparent disagreements
about their truth we see that they behave very differently.

• This shows that the depth grammar or the logical character of the sentences 
varies.
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Argument i
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Argument ii 
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Argument iii
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Moral criteria and moral judgments
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Conclusion
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